
WINE UK £ POINTS TIM’S TASTING NOTES

SANTIAGO ROMA 
PEDRANAI DE SANTIAGO 
ROMA 2019

£60 98

One of those wines that takes your breath away with excitement when you taste it, Santiago Roma's top Albariño  
comes from 40-year-old vineyards in Ribadumia and was fermented and aged in a specially designed granite egg. 
Stony, focused and intense, with green apple, lime and rock salt flavours, intense minerality, effortless depth and  
concentration and a mouth-watering finish. World class. 2023-2032

PALACIO DE FEFIÑANES 
III AÑO ALBARIÑO DE 
FEFIÑES 2019

£36 97
It's almost a crime to drink this incredible wine young, such is its proven, almost Riesling-like ability to age in bottle.  
Bottled late after eight months on lees and a further two years in tank, it's a focused, structured, mineral-edged white  
with notes of citrus and blackcurrant leaf and a racy, stony finish.  Val do Salnés Albariño at its chiselled best. 2022-32

PAZO DE SEÑORANS 
PAZO SEÑORANS SELECCIÓN 
DE AÑADA 2012

£35 96

Anyone who still doubts Albariño's ability to age as well as top Riesling or Chenin Blanc should get hold of a bottle  
of this stunning release from Ana Quintela. Sourced from four hectares in the higher part of the estate, it's a white that  
still has the potential to evolve further in bottle. Lime, lemon and grapefruit flavours are complemented by granitic intensity, 
effortless concentration and a dry, palate-cleansing finish. 2024-35

FILLABOA  
LA FIILABOA 1898 
2016

£40 95
Fillaboa's vineyards above the Minho River are some of the most appealing in Rías Baixas and are the source of this  
mature, intense Albariño from Isabel Salgado. Dense and concentrated, yet supported by acidity and granitic minerality, 
this has a creamy mid palate, pear and grapefruit flavours a long, tapering, refreshing finish.  2023-30

MAIOR DE MENDOZA  
FINCA LAS TABLAS 2017 £29 95

Like a number of the best whites in Rías Baixas, this varietal Albariño benefits from the input of consultant Cayetano Otero. 
Aged in French oak, then on its lees in stainless steel and finally in bottle, it's textured, layered, beeswaxy delight, with 
subtle cinnamon and vanilla top notes, notes of lime and wet stones and arresting minerality. It looks great too. 2023-29

MARTÍN CÓDAX  
AROUSA 2019 £25 95

What a pleasure to taste this small volume wine from Rías Baixas' largest producer. Made with what Katia Álvarez calls 
"salty grapes" grown close to the sea in San Tomé, it has engaging, vibrant, energetic flavours of lemon zest and green 
herbs, hints of kelp and oyster shell and some extra texture from 18 months on lees in tank before bottling. 2022-30

QUINTA COUSELO  
ROSAL SELECCIÓN 2015 £24.95 95

Juste Martínez might not make this wine every year - there was no 2012 - but when he does, it’s one of the best whites  
in O Rosal. Combining Albariño with 5% each of Caíño Blanco and Loureiro, it’s a rich, dense cuvée, with lots of extract 
and concentration, beeswax, honey, citrus and greengage flavours and a stony, bone-dry finish. 2022-29

  Exploring Rías Baixas with Tim Atkin MW 

https://santiagoroma.com/en/
https://www.fefinanes.com/en/
http://www.pazodesenorans.com/en/
https://www.bodegasfillaboa.com/?lang=en
https://en.maiordemendoza.com/
https://www.martincodax.com/en/
https://www.quintacouselo.com/
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GRANBAZÁN
DON ÁLVARO DE BAZÁN 
2019

£24.30 94
Young Chilean winemaker Diego Ríos is making some fantastic wines at this Vilanova de Arousa bodega. Don Álvaro 
hails from classic sand and granite soils and spends 30 months on lees in stainless steel before bottling. Saline, spicy  
and intense, with good concentration, yeasty, bready complexity and the structure to age further in bottle. 2022-27

MAR DE FRADES
FINCA VALIÑAS 2017 £29.95 94

Finca Vailînas is a beautiful seven-hectare vineyard in Meis that often produces the best wine in Paula Fandiño's portfolio. 
This comes from a selection of the best parcels on sandstone and granite soils and is engagingly perfumed and precise, 
with white flower aromas, citrus peel, lime and white pepper flavours and some phenolic grip from a 48-hour maceration 
on skins. 2023-30

PACO & LOLA  
VINTAGE 2013 £24.50 94

Only available in magnums, but you wouldn't have any trouble finding a group of friends to share this impressive bottle.  
Just made in the best vintages, according to consultant Cayetano Otero, this spent five years on lees. Stony, flinty and 
pithy, it has oyster shell and waxed lemon flavours that wouldn't look out of place in a Grand Cru Chablis. 2023-28

TERRAS GAUDA  
LA MAR 2020 £19.90 94

Terras Guada grow nearly all of the Caíño Blanco in Rías Baixas and have made something of a speciality out of the 
grape. This also includes 2% Albariño and Loureira, but it's effectively a varietal wine. Wonderfully taut, racy and salty, 
despite its O Rosal origins, with chiselled, mouth-watering acidity, citrus and lemongrass flavours and a balanced,  
tapering finish. 2023-30

ADEGA POMBAL A LANZADA  
ARCAN ALBARIÑO 2020 £12 93

José María Rodríguez Patiño's vineyards in Lanzada are heavily influenced by the proximity of the Atlantic Ocean  
and sit on an unusual combination of granite and schist soils. This is wonderfully perfumed an intense, with chiselled, 
mouth-watering acidity, some leesy weight and the concentration and balance to age well in bottle. Perfect with a plate  
of the bodega's mussels. 2023-28

ALTOS DE TORONA  
GODELLO 2021 £10.50 93

A very rare example of a varietal Godello in Rías Baixas, this comes from Altos de Torona's panoramic estate in O Rosal, 
planted on a combination of slate and schist soils. Notes of white pepper and bay leaf segue into an unwooded palate 
with lots of focus, energy and zip and the structure and density that are typical of the grape at its best. 2022-27

AS LAXAS  
VIÑA TIXOSA ALBARIÑO 
BARRICA 2018

£23 93

This is the third vintage of this lightly wooded, barrel-fermented white from Ana Rosa Álvarez, produced from Albariño 
and 20% each of Loureira and Treixadura. Toasty and well-structured, with some subtle tannins from partial skin contact, 
notes of patisserie, pear and umami and a hint of sweet vanilla spice. Proof that oaked wines can work in Rías Baixas. 
2022-27

ATTIS  
ESPADEIRO 2016 £31.20 93

One of a series of exciting reds from brothers Robustiano and Baldomero Fariña's Meaño-based bodega, this is made 
with what consultant Jean-François Hébrard calls the most characterful of the local varieties. Fermented with 50% whole 
bunches, it's dense, medium-bodied and refreshing with red berry, plum, tobacco leaf and clove flavours and savoury 
tannins. 2024-28

https://www.bodegasgranbazan.com/en/
https://www.mardefrades.es/en/
https://pacolola.com/en/
https://www.terrasgauda.com/mobile/index_en.php
https://adegapombal.com/
https://altosdetorona.com/en/
https://www.bodegasaslaxas.com/en/
https://attisbyv.es/en/portfolio-items/attis/
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CASTRO MARTÍN
ALBARIÑO SOBRE LÍAS 2020 £10 93

As its name makes clear in Spanish, this impressive Albariño from the husband and wife team of Angela Martín and 
Andrew McCarthy is lees aged for added texture and weight. Sourced from the bodega's own vineyards in Ribadumia, it 
has peach, citrus and apricot fruit, sea breeze acidity and an undertone of kerosene. A wine that ages well too. 2023-28

CONDES DE ALBAREI
ALBAREI ÁINE 2016 £25 93

Áine is the top wine from the large Condes de Albarei co-operative, sourced from three tiny, old-vine parcels that sit  
a stone's skim away from the sea. Macerated on skins for four hours, with a further 18 months in bottle, it's a rich, almost 
balsamic Albariño with notes of honey and aromatic spices, lots of minerality and a bracingly dry finish. 2022-27

LAGAR DE CERVERA 
ALBARIÑO 2021 £12 93

Ángel Suárez has been the winemaker here since La Rioja bought the winery back in 1987 and there's a corresponding 
sense of self-assurance about his whites. Marrying fruit from the granite soils of Cambados in the Val do Salnés with 80% 
from the schist of O Rosal, this is floral and appealing, with pear and boiled sweets' aromas, some cream from one-third 
malolactic and flavours of honeysuckle and lime. 2022-27

LA VAL 
FINCA ARANTEI 2020 £14.40 93

Finca Arantei is a single vineyard wine from a 35-hectare pergola parcel planted in the late 1980s on stony, alluvial soils 
close to Rías Baixas' southern border with Portugal. The resulting wine has pear, passion fruit and boiled sweets' flavours, 
plenty of white flower aromas, subtle, stony reduction and enough acidity to lift and freshen the finish. 2022-26

PAZO BAIÓN 
VIDES DE FONTÁN 2016 £25 93

This beautiful estate iin Vilanova de Arousa is part of the larger Condes de Albarei co-operative and is well worth a visit. 
Andrea Obenza makes this 6,500 bottle release from the high part of the farm, fermenting and ageing the result in a  
combination of cement and larger foudres. Sappy and stony with top notes of beeswax and hay, racy acidity, subtle 
aromatic spices and plenty of extract. Ageing gracefully. 2022-26

PAZO DE SAN MARO 
SANAMARO SOBRE LÍAS 
2019

£32 93

The warmer climate of the Condado do Tea is definitely noticeable on this blend of equal parts Albariño and Loureiro  
from Susana Pérez. Fermented and aged in a combination of new and second use oak, amphoras and concrete eggs,  
it's structured and comparatively rich, with apricot, tangerine and quince flavours, tangy acidity and some sweet patisserie 
spices. 2022-27

SANTIAGO RUIZ 
ROSA RUÍZ ALBARIÑO 2021 £17 93

Named after the daughter of the legendary Santiago Ruiz, who runs this historic Tomiño bodega on behalf of Portuguese 
winery Sogrape, this is a very refined, almost Val do Salnés-like Albariño from long-term winemaker, Luisa Freire. Zesty 
and focused, with pear, green apple and stone fruit flavours, leesy intensity and a bright, tangy, energetic finish. 2023-27

SEÑORÍO DE RUBIÓS 
CONDADO BLANCO 2021 £12 93

Making the most of Rías Baixas' array of white grapes, some of them more widely planted than others, this cuvée is built 
on a base of Treixadura with support from Albariño, Godello, Loureira and Torrontés. Grapefruity, tangy and layered, 
with alluring rose petal scents, hints of citrus and tangerine, engaging zip and freshness and an appealing price tag. 
2022-26

https://bodegascastromartin.com/?lang=en
https://condesdealbarei.com/en/
https://www.riojalta.com/en/wines_lagar-de-cervera/lagar-de-cervera/
https://bodegaslaval.com/?lang=en
https://pazobaion.com/en/
https://www.riasbaixaswines.com/pazo-san-mauro/
https://www.riasbaixaswines.com/santiago-ruiz/
https://www.srubios.com/en/
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VALMIÑOR  
DAVILA 2021 £15 93

Run as a partnership with a group of local growers, this O Rosal bodega produces its very stylish, layered white from  
a medley of Loureira with 31% Albariño and 22% Treixadura. Showing impressive old-vine concentration, it's sappy,  
textured and refreshing, with lime and passion fruit flavours, low alcohol and a long, stony finish. 2022-27

ADEGAS MORGADÍO
MORGADÍO 2021 £15 91

Morgadío hails from a single parcel in Crecente, just ten kilometres from the Ribeiro Denominación de Origen and is 
something of a more continental style of Albariño, with pear and banana bread flavours supported and freshened by  
racy acidity and a stony, struck match undertone. Enticing stuff from Pablo Estévez. 2022-27

MARQUÉS DE VIZHOJA 
SEÑOR DA FOLLA VERDE 
2021

£18 91
This Condado do Tea white is a typical cuvée of Albariño with 15% each of Loureira and Treixadura, reflecting the  
proximity of the same grapes on the other side of the Portuguese border. Aged for eight months on lees, it has appealing 
peach, lemon and passion fruit flavours, nice texture and weight and a touch of flinty reduction. 2022-27

TERRA DE ASOREI 
ALBARIÑO BARRICA 2018 £18 91

Some people think that Albariño doesn't work well with oak, but this wine from Sofía Vilanova could change a few minds. 
Sensitively aged in 500-litre barrels, it's maturing gracefully in bottle, with patisserie aromas, some stony, struck match 
minerality, plenty of weight and grip and a long, tapering finish. Mid-palate concentration complements the vanilla spice. 
2023-27

https://adegasvalminor.com/
http://bodegasgrm.com/morgadio/?lang=en
https://bodegasmarquesdevizhoja.com/en/
https://www.terradeasorei.com/en/terra-de-asorei
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